Levomepromazine receptor binding profile in human brain--implications for treatment-resistant schizophrenia.
The receptor binding profile of levomepromazine (LMP) in human brain was compared with that of clozapine (CLOZ) and chlorpromazine (CPZ). LMP showed significantly greater binding affinity for both alpha-1 and serotonin-2 binding sites than either CLOZ or CPZ, and significantly greater binding to alpha-2 sites than CPZ. A potent pharmacological effect at these receptor sites may explain the beneficial effect of LMP on psychotic symptoms and akathisia in treatment-resistant schizophrenia recently described in 2 open studies. LMP requires further appraisal as a potentially useful neuroleptic in the management of treatment-resistant schizophrenia.